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difficulties have been successfully overcome and obstacles sur-
mounted by the Legislature. Differences have occurred, but
I am convinced that these have left no bitterness in their wake!
Opinions varied, but there was a common objective, . the
advancement of India. To-day marks the opening of a new
stage. It chances to happen at a specially important moment,
and when the future actions of this Legislature will be fraught
with the deepest interest and significance to India. There is
now a Government in England which number among its mem-
bers some of the most ardent supporters of the Reforms and the
most sympathetic friends of India. There is now a spirit in
India, if I am to credit all I read, .which is bent upon the
destruction of the Reforms unless it immediately attains that
which it is impossible for any British Government to grant
forthwith : that is, complete Dominion self-government. I am
well aware that words are often used in the heat of political
conflict which perhaps convey more than is really intended.
Moreover, it is but natural that when faced with the responsi-
bility of action there should be deeper reflection upon its true
significance and probable consequences. I cannot foretell the
future. I do not know what it holds, but I cannot conceal
from you that the political situation in India in its constitu-
tional aspects causes me some anxiety for the future of the
Reforms. I should be doing a disservice to India if I failed at
this moment to give expression to my view, formed not upon a
hasty or cursory survey, but as the result of as profound study
and reflection as I can bring to bear upon a subject of supreme
interest to m'e.

A WARNING REPEATED

In October last I sounded a note of warning which I must
repeat here. In the friendliest spirit, but in all gravity, I spoke
with the object of presenting the picture of the future, as I then
saw it to those in India who had not failed in their support of
the Reforms policy, although they had on occasion felt bound
to oppose the actions of Government. You may remember
that I adverted to the possible prospect, according to the tbten
indications of events, of a check, which I deplored, in the
onward progress of the Reforms. The possibility of this check
has come nearer to us. Indeed, it is in a degree already with
us in some aspects, although it has not yet happened and I
devoutly trust it will not happen in the Central Legislature.
If the position should become more acute in the Provinces, the